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The exhibition Tout est lumière at Villa Flora of the Kunst Museum Winterthur showcases 
French painting from the 19th and 20th centuries. Along a journey to the Côte d’Azur, visitors 
encounter paintings, drawings and watercolours by the artists who were friends of the house. It 
is a tribute to the painters around Cezanne, van Gogh and Matisse, as well as to the collector 
couple Hahnloser, who brought the light of the South to Winterthur.  
 
The exhibition Tout est lumière immerses visitors in sun-drenched landscapes that inevitably evoke 
thoughts of holidays and summer. It brings together paintings, watercolours and drawings by Paul 
Cezanne, Vincent van Gogh, Pierre Bonnard, Henri Matisse and other artists who, from the mid-
19th century onwards, were drawn from the grey cities to the French Mediterranean coast. On the 
Riviera, they discovered a largely unpainted maritime nature and developed new forms of 
expression, breaking away from old traditions and advancing the move towards modernism in the 
light of the South. 
 
In 1888, van Gogh travelled towards the Mediterranean and settled in Arles, where he sought to 
realise his dream of founding an ‘Atelier of the South’ as an artists’ colony. The idea failed, yet he 
produced countless paintings of dazzling landscapes with which he made his mark on art history. 
For him, the light and colours of the South were both liberation and revelation – they allowed him 
to paint without thinking of rules: ‘In the south, the senses are sharpened. The hands become more 
nimble, the eye more alert and the mind clearer.’  
 
Even Cezanne, after his stay in Paris, was drawn back to his homeland, where he devoted himself 
from then on to the Mediterranean landscape. In doing so, he succeeded in moving beyond the 
Impressionist style in favour of a flat, organised representation ‘parallel to nature’. This marked a 
shift that would define the art of the 20th century: how something was painted now became more 
important than what was painted. The younger generation of artists followed this principle, 
seeking to sharpen their senses and develop their art in the light of the south. Bonnard, for 
instance, was drawn to Le Cannet, Matisse to Nice, and Manguin to Saint-Tropez. The collector 
couple Hedy and Arthur Hahnloser also found a second home in the mild climate. From 1923 
onwards, they spent the winter months in Cannes, where they engaged in lively exchanges with 
their artist friends. 
 
Tout est lumière is a tribute to the light of the South – to the artists who found their freedom in it, 
and to Hedy and Arthur Hahnloser, who carried this radiance forward in their collection. 
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