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Press release 
 

Carl Spitzweg 
Kunst Museum Winterthur | Reinhart am Stadtgarten 
29 February – 2 August 2020 
 
Press conference for the exhibition 
Thursday, 27 February 2020, 11 o’clock, or individual tour by appointment 
Kunst Museum Winterthur | Reinhart am Stadtgarten 
Stadthausstrasse 6, CH-8400 Winterthur  
 

 
 
Der arme Poet (The Poor Poet), one of the landmarks of German painting, is now being 
shown for the first time in Winterthur in a major exhibition on Carl Spitzweg. Together 
with Der Bücherwurm (The Bookworm), Der Kaktusfreund (The Cactus Friend) and other 
masterpieces, it is the highlight of the first exhibition on the Biedermeier master in 
Switzerland in almost 20 years.  
 
Carl Spitzweg (1808 - 1885) is one of the most successful and popular German painters of his 
time. However, the tranquility of his paintings is deceptive, for Spitzweg was a precise and 
critical observer. He described the Biedermeier zeitgeist with humour and irony and 
exposed society with its sometimes eccentric excesses, for example in quirky characters like 
The Bookworm or The Cactus Friend. Even when he painted a sentry placing his knitting 
aside to look into the distance - only to discover nothing – this witty subject has a decidedly 
political component: the painter is ridiculing the unnecessary military excesses in 19th 
century Germany. By eluding censorship and apparently innocently, Spitzweg exposed 
political grievances. In this interpretation, The Poor Poet emerges not simply as a romantic 
idealization of the poet, but as an unsparing display of the artist's poverty, representative of 
the restriction of art in general. 
 
The exhibition at the Kunst Museum Winterthur brings together numerous major works by 
the Munich master. Iconical paintings such as The Poor Poet and two versions of The 
Bookworm are supplemented by works from private collections, some of which have never 
been shown publicly. His extensive oeuvre is reflected in diverse categories – figure 
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paintings, landscape paintings, studies and sketches. Thanks to important loans from 
important German collections, a comprehensive and valid impression of Carl Spitzweg 
emerges, who can now be experienced in all his breadth and depth. 
 
Through the collection of the Oskar Reinhart Foundation, the Kunst Museum Winterthur 
owns outstanding holdings of 19th century German art, including a comprehensive group of 
Biedermeier paintings. It forms the basis for the exhibition on Carl Spitzweg, the 
outstanding representative of this period. The Winterthur exhibition was created in 
cooperation with the Georg Schäfer Museum in Schweinfurt, which owns the most 
important collection of Spitzweg’s oeuvre worldwide. 
 
 
Publication 
Accompanying the exhibition is a comprehensive catalogue with essays on the latest 
developments in Spitzweg research. It will be published by the Hirmer-Verlag, Munich. 
144 p., numerous colour ill., hardcover 
Hirmer Verlag, Munich, 39 Swiss francs 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Opening 
Friday, 28 February 2020, 6.30 p.m. 
Kunst Museum Winterthur | Reinhart am Stadtgarten  
Stadthausstrasse 6, CH-8400 Winterthur, Switzerland 
 
Evening lecture “Was gibt’s denn da zu lachen?” 
Lecture by Professor Dr. Wolf Eiermann, Director Museum Georg Schäfer, Schweinfurt 
Thursday, 2 April 2020, 6.30 – 7.30 p.m. 
 
“Mensch, vertief dich” 
Thursday, 23 April 2020, 6.30 – 7.30 p.m. 
Input and discussion on the subject of contemplation in cooperation with the “museum 
schaffen”, Winterthur 
 
Curatorial tour 
Thursday, 26 March 2020, 6.30 p.m., with David Schmidhauser 
Thursday, 30 April 2020, 6.30 p.m., with Andrea Lutz 
 
Director’s tour 
Thursday, 2 July 2020, 6.30 p.m., with Konrad Bitterli 
 
Museum concert and guided tour 
Sunday, 7 June 2020, 10.30 a.m. 
Choral music to paintings by Moritz von Schwind from the Romantic and early Modernism 
as well as poems dedicated to the passage of the year. 
Afterwards public guided tour through the exhibition 
 
 
Photographs and information on the exhibition 
kmw.ch/presse or upon request 
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Contact 
 
Press office     
Melanie Staub     
kommunikation@kmw.ch   
052 267 51 77     
 
 
Curators 
David Schmidhauser   Andrea Lutz 
david.schmidhauser@kmw.ch  andrea.lutz@kmw.ch 
052 267 65 94    052 267 65 94 
 
 


